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MINUTES OF THE GEORGIA 
STRUCTURAL PEST CONTROL COMMISSION MEETING  

 

January 11, 2022 
 

 
A. The Georgia Structural Pest Control Commission convened at 10:00 AM in the UGA Chapel in 

Athens on January 11, 2022.  The following Commission members were present: Chris 
Gorecki; Chairman, Derrick Lastinger; Vice-Chair, Dr. Brian Forschler, and Greg Holley. 

B. Also in attendance were representatives with the Georgia Department of Agriculture, GPCA 
and CPCO representatives, registrants, and other members of the pest management industry. 

C. Mr. Gorecki opened the meeting with an appreciation to Dr. Forschler and the UGA 
Department of Entomology for hosting the meeting.  He congratulated the Georgia Bulldogs 
on their National Championship win. 

D. Motion was made by Mr. Holley to approve the minutes of the December meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Dr. Forschler seconded the motion and motion passed. 

E. The Commission approved company license applications (see Attachment 2).  The 
Commission discussed an appeal regarding a company name that was previously denied. 

F. Dr. Forschler introduced the entomology students, and each student provided a summary 
and report of their research projects.  Dr. Forschler provided the UGA Urban Entomology 
update and presented the annual Urban Pest Control Program & Research Report 
(Attachment 3).  Dr. Forschler’s article Detection of Termites and Spray Polyurethane Foam 
will be published in the Journal of Entomological Science this month.  He encouraged 
attendance to Dr. Suiter’s workshops and webinar sessions for 2022.  They can be found on 
the Department of Entomology’s website. 

G. Mr. Lastinger provided the department update.  He expressed appreciation to the 
Department of Entomology for hosting the meeting. He introduced the SPD staff in 
attendance and the staff that will attend the conference.  GDA’s website will be redesigned 
and launched in 2022.  GDA will host a Pesticide Clean Day in 2022, date and location are to 
be announced.  SPD has applied for a federal IPM School grant with US EPA and waiting to 
hear back from them.  Mr. Lastinger also spoke about GDA’s current COVID policy and staff 
impacts.  

H. Mr. Tim Taylor provided the compliance and enforcement update.  SPD has a vacancy in the 
northeast area of the state.  Top inspection priorities include for-cause inspections, 
unlicensed operators, and companies with the longest interval since their last inspection.  He 
provided the annual inspection report for 2021: 1,672 inspections; 1,107 inspections with 
violations; 6 settlement conferences; 2 consent orders; 4 administrative orders; 9 monetary 
penalties with $15,000 in suspensions and 3 self-reports.  The most frequent violation 
reported on for-cause inspections is wood-to-ground contact.  The most frequent violation 
reported on routine cases is the concentration of pesticide.  The 2022 Winter Issue of the 
Inside Buzz will go out later this week. 

I. Ms. Ali Ikner provided the certification and training update.  The proposed new C&T plan is 
being reviewed by EPA.  She spoke about what some of the impacts of the plan may look like.  
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She provided the annual license report for 2021: 27 Authorized Submitters; 2,232 Certified 
Operators; 1,247 Structural Pest Companies and 6,631 Registered Employees.  QR codes have 
been added to license cards allowing the licensee easy access to their online license profile.  

J. Mr. Lastinger provided an update on outreach activities.  He highlighted the 2021 events and 
trainings which included outreach booths, field trips, workshops, and industry association 
meetings.  GDA speakers at this week’s conference will include Tim Taylor and Commissioner 
Gary Black. 

K. Mr. Gorecki provided an update on the spray foam insulation code amendment.  It went into 
effect on January 1, 2022.  He spoke about the new change and how the insulation at the box 
seal area of a foundation must be insulated with a removable product to provide access for 
inspection. 

L. Mr. Lastinger provided an update on Rule 620-9 Honeybee Control and Removal. Work 
continues with drafting the manual and on the rule implementation process.  The timeline, 
rule, and FAQs are on the Honeybee Control and Removal website.  Mr. Gorecki recognized 
Mr. Lastinger for taking the lead on the project. 

M. Mr. Lastinger provided an update on the 3-day right to cancel disclosure for pest control 
contracts and how to raise awareness of the requirements to improve compliance.  GDA 
provided a draft guidance document for the Commission to review.  The Commission will 
review and discuss at the next meeting. 

N. The Commission discussed the Business Naming Policy and a possible revision to address 
some concerns with the currently policy.  The conversation was tabled for a future meeting. 

O. Rick Bell provided the NPMA update.  NPMA Public Policy is tracking 453 bills.  Pre-emption 
is being introduced in federal legislation.  EPA has extended the deadline for the C&T Plan. 

P. Mr. Gorecki wrapped up by expressing appreciation to the UGA students, GDA staff, and all 
attendees.  Meeting adjourned at 11:28am. 

 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment 1  Agenda 
Attachment 2  New Company Licenses 
Attachment 3  Urban Pest Control Program & Research Report 
  
 
 
 
 
 
______________________                                      ___________________________________ 
Chris Gorecki, Chairman                                                Commissioner Gary W. Black, Secretary 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

 
Company License Applications 

 
 
 
The Commission approved the following application: 
 

• Guardian Pest Services, Inc. dba Knox Pest Control – Brunswick  
 
 
The Commission approved the following applications pending additional information: 
 

• Southern Pest and Wildlife Solutions LLC – Jackson County (insurance, name change) 
• King Green IPM – Gwinnett County (DCO change) 
• Sloan Pest Control & Wildlife Services – Wayne County (DCO change) 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
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