MINUTES OF THE GEORGIA
STRUCTURAL PEST CONTROL COMMISSION MEETING
January 8, 2019
A. The Georgia Structural Pest Control Commission convened at 9:00 AM in the Seney-Stovall
Chapel of the Lucy Cobb Institute located at UGA Carl Vinson Institute of Government in
Athens on January 8, 2019. The following Commission members were present: Chris Gorecki,
Chair; Derrick Lastinger, Vice-Chair; Greg Holley, Bodine Sinyard, Kim Bragg, Christy Kuriatnyk
and Dr. Brian Forschler.
B. Also in attendance were representatives with the Georgia Department of Agriculture, GPCA
and CPCO representatives, registrants, and other members of the pest management industry.
C. Dean Pardue of the College of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences (CAES) welcomed the
Commission and attendees to the University. He spoke about the importance of pest control
science and how the research from the University and the industry interact with each other.
He mentioned several milestones that UGA met in 2018. He closed by expressing his
gratitude to Dr. Kris Braman for her achievements and partnerships. Dr. Forschler expressed
his appreciation for Dean Pardue and Dr. Kris Braman’s attendance.
D. Dr. Kris Braman, Chair of the Department of Entomology, expressed her appreciation to the
Commission for choosing their campus as a location to hold the SPCC meeting. She also
expressed appreciation for all the internships, grants, and support that they receive from the
industry. Dr. Forschler, Dr. Dan Suiter and Dr. Nancy Hinkle were recognized for their recent
awards and achievements.
E. Dr. Forschler introduced the entomology students and each student provided a summary and
report of their research projects. Dr. Forschler provided the UGA Urban Entomology update
and presented the annual Urban Pest Control Program & Research Report (Attachment 3).
Dr. Suiter announced upcoming workshops and a new webinar program to offer the Urban
Entomology Certificate. He also discussed a study on the tawny crazy ant that was found at
the Port of Savannah. Mr. Gorecki recognized Dr. Suiter and Dr. Forschler for their work in
Georgia and congratulated them for their recent achievements.
F. Motion was made by Mr. Sinyard to approve the minutes of the December meeting. Ms.
Bragg seconded the motion and motion passed.
G. Mr. Tommy Gray provided the Department update. He talked about various effects on GDA
from the federal government shutdown. He announced that GDA’s Food Safety Division will
be responsible for monitoring and testing food at the upcoming Super Bowl. Mr. Gray
expressed his appreciation to the SPCC’s members for their active service on the Commission.
H. Mr. Lastinger provided the program update. He introduced new staff members and expressed
appreciation to the staff in attendance. He discussed program priorities including consumer
protection and inspection consistency. He encouraged the industry to call when they have a
regulatory question and that we can best protect consumers by working together. He
introduced Mr. Alex Conti as the compliance specialist and Mr. Tim Taylor as the certification
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and training specialist for structural and agriculture pesticide programs. Mr. Lastinger
announced that the Commission was planning to have the April meeting in Augusta.
Mr. Tim Taylor reviewed the licensing timeline and deadlines for renewals. He reminded
attendees that all licenses expire on June 30, 2019. The employee registration training
deadline is February 28, 2019. Active Registered Employees that tested after October 1, 2018
are exempt from the training requirement. Licenses not renewed by September 30, 2019 will
expire.
Commission approved company license applications (see Attachment 2).
The Commission discussed the pre-examination training requirements for employee
registration including the current rule and related policy. The SPCC issued the current Preexamination Training Form on March 13, 2018 as Notice 18-01 to comply with the rule. The
Commission later issued the Employee Registration Policy as Notice 18-05. The Commission
discussed making the Training Form 18-01 mandatory as required by rule. The Commission
discussed the revision to the policy. Mr. Holley made a motion to approve the revision to the
policy and establish a compliance date of July 1, 2019 to allow for compliance assistance and
outreach, Mr. Sinyard seconded the motion and the motion passed. Mr. Lastinger indicated
that GDA will send an announcement out to the SPCC contact list and to be included during
field outreach activities. Mr. Gorecki expressed appreciation to the associations for outreach
assistance.
The Commission discussed spray foam insulation. The Spray Foam Alliance and Coalition,
NPMA, Chemistry Council, manufactures, applicators and pest control industry leaders met
yesterday to discuss concerns and issues. Mr. Gorecki provided the meeting highlights and
the progress. The meeting included a discussion about amending the building codes and
making a revision to the Chemistry Council’s termite bulletin. The Commission recognized
Commissioner Black’s related press release that brought attention to the matter which led to
the productive meeting.
Mr. Lastinger provided an update on the AAT Rule Amendment. A public hearing was held
December 18, 2018 and no comments were received at the hearing or during the public
comment period November 14, 2018 – December 17, 2018. The final rule amendment was
filed with the Secretary of State’s Office on January 7, 2019 and will be effective on February
1, 2019. The rule amendment will provide an exemption to the alternate application
treatment for the defined treatment standard that requires the treatment of the soil under
earth filled porches for preventive control of subterranean termites.
Mr. Gorecki provided the legislative update. The wild hog dinner will be held this Sunday.
The Legislative Session starts Monday, January 14th. Governor-Elect Brian Kemp will be sworn
in on the 14th as well as Commissioner Black.
Mr. Rick Bell provided the NPMA update. A tax on services has been introduced in several
states. California and Massachusetts have introduced bills banning the use of first and
second-generation rodenticides in their states. NPMA legislative days will be February 25-27
at the U.S. Capitol.
Mr. Gorecki recognized Ms. Eunice Hall for her service to the pest control industry. She
recently retired from Corteva Agriscience.
Meeting adjourned at 10:00 AM.
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Agenda
New Company Licenses
Urban Pest Control Program Report

______________________
Chris Gorecki, Chairman
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ATTACHMENT 2
The Commission approved the following applications pending additional information:
•
•
•
•
•

CRC Services – Gwinnett County (insurance).
Varsity Termite and Pest – Cobb County (insurance).
Active Pest Control – Clarke County (insurance).
Crossfire Pest Management – Appling County (insurance).
B3 Pest Control Services – Gwinnett County (insurance).
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