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MINUTES OF THE GEORGIA 
STRUCTURAL PEST CONTROL COMMISSION MEETING  

 

January 12, 2016 
 

 

A. The Georgia Structural Pest Control Commission convened at 10:00 AM at the Lucy Cobb 
Chapel in Athens, Georgia on January 12, 2016.  The following commission members were 
present: Chris Gorecki, Chair; Derrick Lastinger, Vice-chair; Christy Kuriatnyk; Dr. Brian 
Forschler; Bodine Sinyard; Kim Bragg; and Greg Holley.  

B. Also in attendance were representatives with the Georgia Department of Agriculture, GPCA 
and CPCO representatives, registrants and other members of the pest management 
industry. 

C. Motion was made by Mr. Sinyard to approve the minutes of the December meeting. Kim 
Bragg seconded the motion and motion passed. 

D. The Commission approved company license applications (see Attachment 2).  
E. Dr. Ray Noblet was recognized for his service to the Department and Commission.  Mr. 

Gorecki presented the Distinguished Agriculture Steward on behalf of Commissioner Black. 
He also read a letter from Commissioner Black inviting Dr. Noblet to attend a future 
Commission meeting. 

F. Dr. Forschler provided the UGA update. He thanked everyone for attending the meeting. He 
announced that Samuel Pardue was named as the new dean and director of the UGA’s 
College of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences and his appointment will is effective on 
March 14th. The search for the head of the Entomology Department continues and he 
introduced and thanked Dr. Nancy Hinkle for serving on the search committee.  She 
discussed the search committee activities and noted that interviews will begin next week. 
Dr. Forschler discussed Dr. Dan Suiter’s upcoming workshops and webinar series. He also 
noted that the Entomological Society of America recently published an ACE IPM certification 
program training manual and recognized similarities with the IPM chapter in the Georgia 
Employee Registration Manual.  

G. As requested by the Commission, Mr. Tim Taylor provided an update on the pass and fail 
rates of the employee registration exams for 2014 and 2015.  Overall the percentage of 
passing exam scores increased in 2015 from 2014.  This was unexpected since the updated 
manual and exam questions were implemented in 2015.  Mr. Lastinger mentioned that 
2015 was a renewal year so the percentage of first time examinees may have decreased.  
Since the revised manual was published in January 2015, several suggestions and edits were 
received and considered. Mr. Taylor and Dr. Forschler reviewed the suggestions and 
incorporated many of them in the revised manual which was previously distributed to the 
Commission.  Motion was made by Mr. Sinyard to approve the revised employee 
registration manual. Mr. Holley seconded the motion, and motion passed.      

H. Dr. Forschler provided the UGA Urban Entomology Research Report. He provided an 
overview of ongoing and new research projects.  After introducing his students, each 
student provided a brief summary of their research project (see attachment 3). 
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I. Mr. Gray provided the Department update. He noted that the General Assembly started this 
week and that the budget continues to look good for this year. Lastly, he thanked the 
Commission for their hard work and successful meetings.  

J. Mr. Lastinger provided the program update. He mentioned that Protecting Georgia’s 
Pollinators Publication had been published to the UGA and GDA websites. He also 
mentioned that the US EPA released preliminary risk assessments for insecticides that are 
found to be potentially harmful to bees.  The first assessment is open for a 60 day comment 
period. Mr. Lastinger also announced that Mrs. Ashley Sellers with the GDA Legal Services 
office was promoted to the Director of Legal Services. Lastly, he recognized Ms. Lillian 
Santiago for her service to the Department and wished her well on her recent retirement. 

K. Mr. Burton discussed 2015 compliance activities with the new rules that were published in 
2014. He noted that most compliance issues were with the new pesticide use record 
keeping requirements for technician license numbers and US EPA Pesticide Registration 
Numbers.  He also reminded attendees to confirm the use of the current Official Wood 
Infestation Inspection Reports.  

L. Dr. Jim Fredericks with NPMA discussed his role at NPMA including his recent activities that 
involved working closely with state regulatory officials. He also provided an overview of 
NPMA and highlighted current regulatory related activities.    

M. Mr. Lastinger discussed a proposal that was received from Dr. Suiter regarding distance 
learning recertification credits.  He will follow-up with Dr. Suiter for additional information.  

N. Mr. Lastinger mentioned a meeting space change for the February Commission Meeting and 
the date change for the March meeting which is now scheduled for March 7th.  A public 
notice will be issued with the new meeting information.   

O. Meeting adjourned at 11:50 AM. 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1  Agenda 
Attachment 2  New Company Licenses 
Attachment 3               UGA Urban Entomology Research Report  
 
 
 
______________________                                      _________________________________ 

Chris Gorecki, Chairman                                          Commissioner Gary W. Black, Secretary 
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Attachment 1:  

 

Agenda 

January 12, 2016 

Welcome – Dr. Brian Forschler 

Open –Chairman Gorecki 

Minutes 

Old Business   

New Business 

a. Order of the Commissioner of Agriculture 

b. New Company Applications 

c. UGA Urban Entomology Research Report –Dr. Forschler 

d. Protecting Georgia’s Pollinators publication 

e. Georgia Department of Agriculture 

 Department Update – Tommy Gray 

 Program Update – Derrick Lastinger 

f. Employee Registration Manual revision 

g. U.S. EPA Proposed Certification & Training Rule 

h. Legislative update – Lauren Fraulick 

i. NPMA update – Rick Bell 

j. Certification Examination  Application Review 

 

Adjournment 
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Attachment 2 

 
 

THE GEORGIA 
STRUCTURAL PEST CONTROL COMMISSION MEETING  

January 12th, 2015 
 

Company License Applications & Company Name Change Requests 

 
 
The Commission approved the following applications: 

 

 Northwest Exterminating- Peachtree Corners  

 The American Exterminating Company-Covington 

 Lock Exterminating Service- Gainesville 

 

The Commission approved the following applications pending additional information: 

 

 Wise Pest Solutions-Hall County (Name Change) 

 Owens Lawn & Turf-Polk County (Name Change) 

 Xcel Pest Management-Gwinnett County (Name Change) 

 

Name Change 

 

 Tim Pest Control (98460) to Butler Exterminating 

 

The Commission did not approved the following applications 

 

 Turf Masters Pest Prevention (96114) to Pest Masters by Turf Masters( Name Change) 
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Attachment 3 
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